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matter and its composition. To them, it seemed
^fie laws   utideriying all natural phenomena
had become-  plain and very bravely they
believed    flfrat   God   was    an    illusion
and teleotogfcal basi^ of society a& entirely
unfounded. To them creation and evolution
seemed quite contrary^ and since evolution
was a proved theory, the idea of a God
creating the universe was' absurd to them. In
short, science was marching from victory to
victory and thought itself to be unassailable^
It was? an age of conquering science artd
religion trembled before its overwhelming power.
Religion was on its defensive and with every
march of science it retraced its steps. Religion?
had become bankrupt, for it had nothing positive-
to give. It was but natural that people accepted
the. religion of science, for the orthodox religion
failed to satisfy the needs of the people.

It was in this age that Marx lived. It is. no
wonder if he was influenced by the currents of
scientific thought existing in his tiixies<. One cars'
see in his philosophy a clear reflection of the
scientific trends of his age. His philosophy is